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Stateinent by Dr. Miro Cardo^: 


i|a on His Rei 





MIAMI, April IS IAP)-r-Fol-. 
lowing io the texliof the (rsn«ln-i 
tion of a etatemhnt to Spanish 
wntin ptfblic toddn) by Or. 

Mini Cardona, who resigned as. 
j'mident of the Cuban Revolu- 
tionary Council: 

Resignation 

It is my duty to appronch 
the Cuban RevolaUonary Coun- 
cil to present resignation 
of the post which I have held 
tmUl today and to which I was 
\ oLrd Into on the! 22d of March, 
IP61. by the voluntary majority 
Ilf the organizations and person- 
alities to whom r now have the 
honor of approaching. 

The only reason for my Ir- 
revocable decision Is extreme- 
ly grave. Its basis could create 
transitory haste among the 
compatriots who anxiously 
await the minute of liberation. 
L'ospite this — an4 with aware- 
nc.as of the great responsibility 
that is mine, with knowledge 
of ail the consequences impli- 
cated by toy resolvement. which 
puts an end to a tormented con- 
flict of motives — a personal 
diit.y to my loyalty prompts me 
to anxiously correct (straighten 
out) this crisis. 

Past Events 

Before giving the cause for 
my Irrevocable decision I must 
surmise events that transpired 
alter the 17th of April. l»«l. 

I those to remain absolutely 
silent on matters between the 
t'mted States and its attitude 
on the council's plans, believ- 
ini: that in this way I could 
he; ter serve the cause. This de- 
cision impaired me. until toda.v. 
from clarifying situations which 
riTc exiles demanded clarifica- 
tion on. 1 cannot deny them 
this, by any reason, now. 

The two years that have 
pa-stxl since the debacle of the 
iTth of April, 1961. have been 
really hard and bitter ones for 
all the Cubans: for the men and 
women of the underground who 
were sacrificed; for the brave 

S ierrillas in the mountains, for 
e proud political prisoners; for 
the heroic fighters at Giron: for 
the terror-stricken citlllan pop- 
ulations of Cuba: for the bewil- 
dered emigrants: for the revolu- 
tionary organizations watching 
their ranks decimated in battle: 
for the council and for me. 

My faith has not wavered 
under the blows of our adver- 
s^esi and I have not answered 
attacks purposely in order to 
avoid the sterile controversies 
that would eei.stie In the clean 
judgment of tho.se who wen 
justifiably impatient for re- 
sults. and so as not to invite 
the return blasts of our enemies 
From the day of the optsod* 
at Plava GIrdn. which wc .shal 
describe at length, givinf 
names, circumstances, precisi 
dates and complementary datf 

we have worked feverlshl.i 

for the native land of us all 
To get back on the track altei 
the disaster, we put Cuba above 
our personal griefs. We were 
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Rbie. therefore, to stifle our an-i 
ger. close out rancor, refuse to' 
listen to the tingrateful cries 
of wounded pride and offended 
di/fnity. 

Once free of thes^ hostile sen- 
timents. wc began the enormous 
task of reconstructing the plans 
of our lost revolution. 

2 Important Days: April 
20 and May 4. 1961 

The 20th of April. 1961. the 
Honorable President Kennedy— 

\vh'» with exemplary honesty In! 
a (liicf executive had taken’ 

I nil tnc responsibitUy^ for thet 
disastrous experiment, also de- 
< la '.c Mus “decision not to aban-* 

•ion ('uba.** and announced to 
U:e homi-sphcre that If the other*' 
until of Latin America did ' 

• ■ •!.» tiieir Duty the Unitedi’’ 

.<• s wmild comply with Its ' 

•M* iiMuis under the inter- ^ 

' . treaties and agree- * 

} I'ri'u days later — the 
I* ! i*r May. after I returned, 
horn. a trip to Nicaragua. Gua-:< 
(Q.iiaJf and the Island of Vie-- 
.a' ni.-i suggestion. accom-j< 
pantr-l !. V Drs. Maceo and Va->-' 
in an anxious search for > 
i President Kennedy.! 
ir. . 1.-1 -nterview. planned with i 
me tl*c immediate future of * 
f-Ms offers of cooperation:! 
wc'->' drfinJtc and his backing*, 
was i« fal and absolute. It was|; 
bv hi.N pc'^onai decision that then 

. 1 . inoni financial aid was|] 
jtiade p‘-.<sible to the widows 
and ••ri'hans of the expediUon-j 
J6rici. I 

In ilic iiame way. support was; 
nwulc possible for the under-j 
grnurd forces in Cuba, and thei 
first pi-ngram of recruitment of' 
Culxin volunteers In the various! 
mili'.aiy units of -the United! 

was nJanned for e traln-l 
tng |)crio<l of very short dura-1 
tIoiT - later they were to be: 
groii|icd -.vith their own officers) 
ni one .limy corps at a Ome; 
whi'il we should decide would! 
ttb iippiu'time. In his name. I. 



inviicO Ihc officers of the armed; 
fp'ce-- ef Cuba (professional 
(■rebel ' for llbefatlon) to par-' 
Tlslpair in special courses In 
v-ariipi.i .iciiools of the United 
.^.tatc-. and they were destined 
iq ilu bailie on Castro's Island. 
Thcie were other facts decided 
which it is not necessary to 
mention at this time. 

The period from May to Octo- 
lier. 1!>61, was rough at times. 
We dirt not hesitate to express 
oii'r disagreement with the 
niethoiK and the tactics of the 
1 '- '■ .^irteni'.a collaborators, al-j 
way.s- -let It be said— in a spirit} 
t : '■■.), .peration. By the 31st of' 
o.-ober of that year, all of our, 
difference., had been ironed out 
and the agreements were put 
together in one "agrement” 
wivch history, in- its good time, 
will record. 

One sole thought fortified my 
dally fatigue; the assuredness 
that we were on a correct road 
that would conduce the recon- 
guest of Independence. It didn’t 
mailer that my adversaries 
denied me breaif and salt. The 
alliance between free Cubans 
and this nation in .deeds crys- 
talized a "basts of mutual re- 
spect" to eradicate Communism 
from the country of Marti and 
reaffirm democracy, which was 
In peril of perisMng in the 
American continent.. 

The Council’s Activities 

The revolutionary organiza- 
tions represented^ in. the council 
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(coordinated their action with 
iCuba I clandestine forces and 
pushed! the plana they agreed 
upon. The presiding organisa- 
tion (Ae council) also had to 
*t™SK>e to other 
fronts.! We met In October be- 
fore the Inter-American Press 
:Soci«yl In an attempt to sway 
continental public opinion In 
favor of Cuba. 

of the newsmen 
; of the eonUnent was unanimous 
I before ithe Commission on Hu- 
. nian Rights of the Organization 
of American States (Oct. 1961) 
to denoiunce Castro's crimes and 
hold bgck the increasing wave 
of firing squad executions: be- 
fore the North American fU.S.I 
Senate on Dec. 6, 1961, to op- 
pose with Just reasons the relo- 




cation of Cuban extlaa, who to 
date are being diapersed 
throughout the nation; before 
the Inter-American Commlaalon 
of Peace of the Organization of 
American States (2t of Decern-; 
her. 19$1), which was In-ehargej 
of harmonizing and substanti-1 
atlng tfie leanings of Peru and; 
Colimbin, in order to provide; 
conclusive data ^regarding the! 
nature of the regime installed 
in Cuba, its threat to the hemi-l 
sphere, its ties with the Sovietl 
Union and Communist China: 
'and the repeated violations of| 
all human rights. The council 
also conducted interviews with! 
diplomatic personalities from i 
throughout the hemisphere. ; 

'lOptbolduIo I 

I The Honorable Dean Ru.sk . 

Once the agreed action by 
the revolutionary organizations 
was under way (November and: 
December, 1961), on the 18 of 
'January 1962, we had a long, 
and very pleasant Interview with; 
the Honorable Secretary of! 
State lor a briefing on the pol- 
]lcy to be developed at the con-: 
jference of ministers which was 
! to take place at Punta del Este, 
Ihgiguay. , 

I At this time, too, I was bear- 
ler of a message from the uni-l 
jversity student group to the' 
I distinguished chancellor. After 
analyzing the positions of all 
the nations, he politely put an 
'end to the interview with these 
I words; 

‘T assure you that the decla- 
ration of Sap JosC de Costa 
Rica will not be repeated and. 
Ill beg that you convey to yourl 
'people that the United States' 
i will not allow Communism to 
.i continue in Cuba. I shall inform 
the president of your paints of 
(View tonight He will be very 

• happy to know them. We are 

■ in agreement, the three of us. 

• he. you and I." 

We Immedialely set out for 

• L'rugua.v. There we dl.scussed 
I (he destiny of our countrv. We 
! contributed to the best of our 
' ability and within our limita- 
t tions to the unification of 
’(American thinking, “rhe hcmi- 

■ sphere ranks ckised solidly be- 
hind the Cuban struggle and 

’ exile: the right of individual' 
; and collective defense of the na-1 

tions of America in danger wa.s 
consecrated: other measures 

were agreed upon. It was a 
brilliant- and productive meet- 
ing in terms of the results. We 
canic back jubilant. A long, 
complex and difficult chapter; 
had been completed — the diplo- 
matic negotiations — and now 
'.VC could again begin the other 
one again, that is, military ac- 
tion. All indications were that 
we had witnessed the beginning, 
of great events. | 

Richard N. Goodwin and j 
.McGeorge Bundy ' 

Upon returning to Miami | 
after the Punta del Bate con- 
ference. we were called upon 
to leave for Washington to' 
make urgent arrangements ini 
behalf of the pri.soners of war,' 
whose “status’’ as such. Fidel! 
Castro had denied in the turbu-' 
lent maneuvering of the famous! 



trial. On this occasion. Dr. * 
Varona and J went". We held' 
several interviews with high!- 
officials of the Department ofi 
State, especially with Mr. ' 
Richard N. .Goodwin, one of 
President Kennedy's closest col- ■ 
aborators. I 

With this official we discuss- 
ed. be.sides the matter of the: 
prisoners, various aspects at the|‘ 
Cuban problem; but on thiS' 
occasion he avoided speaking.; 
Instead of answering questions.! 
he asked them. In my judgmenti 
his attitude was In contrast to| 
the personal assurances ex-| 
pressed to me by the HShbr- ‘ 
able President In the Interviews ' 
of the * of. May. the 13 of July ■ 
and repeated in writing in a 
letter addressed to me on the 
25 of September, at which time 
we settled one of the crises I 
referred to earlier and which 
formally put an end to the 
“agreement" of October to 
which I have referred. Inas- 
much as Mr. Goodwin expressed 
his questions about Cute with 
visible distaste. I then and 
there requested an interview 
with President Kennedy. 

We returned to Miami, In-- 
'ormed the council, and in the 
hope that our audience would! 
be granted, we again left for 
Washington. This was neces-l 
sary after the announcement' 
made by Castro of holding thel 
iniquitous and Illegal trial. In 
the making of the agonizing; 
negotiations to which I will pres-i 
sently refer, I repeated my re- 
quest for an audience with the 
President for Dr. Varona and 
myself. 

We were shifted to another 
personage this time Mr. Mc- 
Ge.orge Bundy. The conversa- 
tion was short, but cold, im- 
precise, dilatoiy, vague. He 
would not state his opinion. The 
serenity of the punctilious 
gentleman was slightly ruffled 
only once at the certainty of an 
sxprenlon of Dr. Varona's con- 
Miming the fate of the priaon- 
srs who were to be sentenced 
’Jie fallowing day, the 29th of 
viarch. The great vigil of all 
-he odlcsl 

I recall making the following | 
statement: "Prevented from t 

loing my dn^ os an attorney < 
for the brigade; I send them a i 
.leartfelt salute. Among them is 
my son. I am at his aide and 
proud of him. May he accept 
lis fate with dignity. It is a 
privilege to suffer and die for 
pne'a country. May Ckid help 
pirn. 

Dr. Varona agreed with me; 



that I would stay In Washing- 
ton until the end of the trial 
end to try in addition to lurve 
an Interview with President 
Kennedy. He returned to Miami. 

The negotiations to which 1 
referred before were oontinued. 
We directed ourselves to the 
representative of the Nuncio of 
the Holy Bee In Washington, to 
sU the embassies and by cable- 
grams to all the governments 
of the world. We were not ask- 
ing clemency. We Invoked the 
stipulations of the Geneva Con- 
vention concerning prisoners of 
war with the end of preventing 
the illegal and wicked trial. 
Cuba was a signer of the agree- 
ment. 

For satisfaction and for our 
honor, the Chancellor of the Do- 
minican Republic, Dr. Josh Bo- 
nilla AtUes, wat the lawyer of 
the Cuba of [Jos6| Marti In the ' 
Organisation of American , 
States. ' 

I He worked in an Indefatlga- ^ 
ble manner until he achieved I 
agreement on a declaration sup- '■ 
porting the thesis stated by the i 
council with the “inevitable ab- < 
stentlon" of Mexico and Braall. ' 
The United Nations organize- ' 
tlon was deaf, as always, to our 
appeals. The neutralists of the 
useless and prejudicial organi- 
zation have a narrow concept 
of human rights wh’en they are 
injured by a Communist regime, 

Robert F. Kennedy 
In the course of these days.' 
came an Interview which: 
seemed decisive for the destl-' 
nies of Cuba with a person ol| 
Indisputable value and essen-; 
tially an executive. I refer to: 
the Attorney General, the Hon-| 
orable Robert F. Kennedy. This! 
Interview was made jwssible by' 
two reporters - - In truth friends 

of Cuba Hal Hendrix and 

Jay Mallln, both of the editorial; 
staff of 'The Miami News. I 
formulated two suggestions to 
Mr. Kennedy. 

The first, for Its urgency, was 
the liberation of the prisoners, 
a question which Mr. Goodwin 
had upset and delayed. After 
hearing me with singular at- 
tention and considering the ar- 
guments expressed, he prom- 
ised to take charge of the .solu- 
tion of the affair. He con.se- , 
crated himself to the same wiUi ; 
true devotion. ' 

The second treatrd of the! 
problem of Cuba. I made al 
resiimf of the whoit question!' 
and I showed him I was worr-;! 
ried by the differences which 1 
had observed between the vague" 
sutemests of Mr. Goodwin and I: 
the certainties of (he Honorable'. 
President. 

To this he responded; "I am; 
not informed of all the deUils,, 
but I assure you that the pol-' 
icy of the President has not' 
changed.” He made an appoint-! 
nient with me for another ln-| 
ters'lew on Tuesday, the 10th 
of April at 4 P.M. 

“ * «» t A 



I Interview of April 10 s 

I After meeting briefly with { 
I the Attorney General at his re- 
quest. he Invited me to go with , 

I him to the President's house. , 
jl went, as on previous occasions, j 
'with Dr. Ernesto de Aragon.:] 
Richard N. Goodwin was there.:, 
|The Interview with the Presl-' 
dent lasted one hour. It was a; 
'satisfactory meeting. 

At the meeting I analyzed the ■ 
'internal crisis In Cuba, the' 
ihemispheric crisis, the crisis of| 
Idiscontentment among exiles 
and the tormented position of . 
the council. The meeting was| 
not impersonal. The conversa- 
tion was lively and he [Mr. 
Kennedy) assured me that the 
"problem Is essentially military 
and requiring six dlvislon.s." 
that the council should con- 
tribute the major contingent of 
soldiers, and that we should not 
adopt a unilateral position be- 
cau.v* this would cause grave 
criticism In the continent. ' 
When I Informed him that the! 
plan agfreftt on was failing, i 
through delays In procedure, the 
exces.4ive demands of certain!, 
physical conditions through the 
age limits agreed on and be- 
cause the officers had not been 
incited, he addressed himself to ■ 
Mr. Goodwin in a demand for i 
explanations. He IGoodwlnl 
gave assurance' that I had not 
communicated my domplaints to 
him. 

••For eight months." I replied. ' 
"I have been coming demand- ' 
'Ing, almost 'dally, Uie'carrylng • 

I out of the agreement.” With ' 

I trifling opposltton. the Honor- ' 
.able President Immediately die- 
stated orders for immediate car- 
rying out of; massive recruiting 
with elimination of all possible 
requirements and for formaliz- 
ing an Inviutlon to the offi- 
cers. The Interview, it is obvl- 
oii.s. Involved other aspects, 
which It Is not up to me to 
reveal. 

He ended the conversation 
with words I can never for- 
get: "Your destiny Is to suffer. ' 

Do not weaken. You have my ■ 
■support and I reiterate my ear- I 
Her pronouncements. Give the i 
council my most cordial 
regards." i 

I I left the White House with . 
the assurance that the libera- ■ 

, tlon of Cuba would follow soon < 
jwlth Cubans at the vanguard < 

' in batUe. 

Crisis on the Council . 

I returned to Miami. The 
atmosphere of exile was rar- 
Ified. We_ were attacked "for 
not making war." The crisis 
broke violently in the .council. 
Absences were noted In the ses- 
sion we held to give informa- 
tion about my negoUattons. The 
council members, with a great 
sense of discretion, did not wanti 
me to be too explicit. j 

At the peUtton of Dr. 'Varona. 

It was agreed to approve the 
plans and a vote of confidence' 
was authorized for me to Im-' 
plament them and a vote -ot 
congratulations for the jiatriotlc 
work carried out bv me was 




possible to overcome the Inter- 
lal crisis but I lost the effica* 
:ious collaboration of figures 
.relevant to the national life in 
the moments when they were 
most needed. Supplications were 
of no avail. 

From this moment, tuder a 
tremendous barrage of opposi- 
ition from the exiles, while 
[the revolutionary organizations 
[were earryiiif out acta of true 



^fran Disiortti Facts, 
^ashihgton Says Agmn 

Special to Tbo now York TIbm 

WASHmOTON. April 18— 
T le Department State said 
tc nigtit that Dr. Joed Mlrd 
C irdona's document waa “a 
dl itortlon." 

The department reiterated 
the comment It made Monday 
aid repeated this portion of 
thjat statement: 

This Government shares 
with Cubans and others in 
the hemisphere the desire for 
return of freedom to Cuba, 
bi t the issue of war or peace 
In this hemisphere, where it 
in lolves the United States, 
will be decided by the Amer- 
Icun Government.” 



ijerlty, we made a census of| 
^spible combatants; we pre* 
without vetoes or exclu* 
i)oiis, the lists of officials with- 
pe limits of the specified 
a^es; General Lansdale came 
Miami to discuss with me 
certain aspects Of the mllltaryl 
problem, which was not the 
eas^ solution and which Implied 
' jetitable delays. 

While these questions were 
.yiiic reduced to their essen- 
tials, the council defended the 
rirnt of CubnAto the sugar 
quota in the House of Repre- 
.■inn^atives (May 20. 1902) under 
I direction of Prof. Arturo 
Maiias. to whom I express my 
gratitude. 

I-fiter. for reasons of Internal 

S :(liry, I visited the nations of 
9ntral America and Panama 
(June 7 to 19 of 1992), to whose 
imity of thought and action is 
ovted in part Uie agreements of 
Punte del Este. The exiles' who 
were there received us With af- 
fection. I held interviews with 
all the presidents and foreign 
ministers. The visit of Presl- 
denl| Kennedy, which had Just 
takdn place, was sketched. We 
found the nations of the Isth- 
mua united, proud. In solidarity 
wttli Cuba, but defenseless. 

Th9 Recruits. The Meeting 
of Foreign Ministers 
On returning, we had to wait 
for another lapse of time, which 
was inevitable. But it was an 
intense period of interviews 
with diplomats of l-atin Ameri- 
ca. Mennwhlle, Khrushchev was 
arming* the island of Castro. 
The clandestine organization.s 
offered great intelligence serv- 
ice. Many were the public judg-, 
ments, ail contradictory, whichi 
were formed about the rocket 
ba.ses ahd the presence of Rus-* 



Sian trobps. . ■ 

I On August 2S, in a press cm- 
ference held for that purpose, ' 
we denounced the arsenal of the ; 
Anlillesl and the invasion of the 
' Hu.s.sian{ troops. 

' , We schlclted a naval and aerial 
i blockade of the island, we 
ilcrted all the nations of the 
ontinent At this time, came a 
lold aetpn through the heroism 
>f the ijevolutionary student dl- 
-cctoram and the Monte Cristi 
iiroup. pne month later, through 
nany cCnversatlona in the Pen- 
(agon. I waa advised of a pro- 
gram for massive recruitment. 

I wasi opposed to some of its 
aspects. My objections were ac- 
cepted ud on the 25th of Sep- 
tember. the council made Its 
proclamation exhorting the Cu- 
bans of military age “without 
distinctly of age, of faith or 
of polltitAl factions to put aside 
all the attitudes and motives 
which peparated and divided 
them ijnd Incorporate them- 
selves in crowds in the ranks of 
the combatants.'' 

On Oct. 3 (adjusting alt the 
factors jwith perfect synchroni- 
zation) lan Informal conference 
of foreign ministers was car- 
ried oucT The communique sent 
out wa^a prediction of great 
events. The continent waa clos- 
ing ranks. I felt safe, in spite 
of the critics of the communi- 
que. which was described as in- 
sipid and intransigent and of 
the proclamation convoking the 
recruitinent. However, the of- 
fices wffie filled with volunteers 
3f all a«a. The women iQao re- 
5pondedr‘‘present.” I 

A Most Important Meet- i 
ing: Adan YarmoHnaky. * 
In the month of October, 1 1 
went to Chicago, Invited by the ; 
Chicago^ Council,'#’ Ifold a con- j 
ference to commemorate the , 
Orito d« Yam «3ry of Yam). I * 
was tnvtted there to concur with , 
a Coundll In the city of Miami • 
with pebple of importance on , 
Sunday |the 14th at 3 P.M. The , 
meeting! was held, 

Mr. Adan Yarmoltnsky pre- ] 
sided wtjui the assistance of Mr. - 
Robert iF. Hurwttch, an ex- < 
emplaryj functionary of the 
State Department and officials 
of high grade of the Pentagon. 
Dr. Varbna, Capt. Bniesto De- 
spalgne and I appeared for the < 
council. The conference, which : 
took piece In the Csrrillon Ho- 
tel on that Sunday, lasted ex- 
actly fopr hours. 

We wpre asked with unusual 
irgency for the massive enlist- 
ment of ICubans of military age, 
even thpae who were arriving 
day by ;day from Cuba “who 
ought to enlist before register- 
ing as Mugeee." All was dis- 
cussed, the relative aspects of 
the offiotala (rebeli, profesiton- 
ala and iof the llbemUon). The 
problem- signified by the use 
of aviators was studied and the 
triple letal situation of ths doc- 
tors (refugees, residents apd 
North American citizens) and 
the classification of “eadres” 
and of “civil advisors” accord- 
ing to whether one was treat- 
iner of orofesslonal officers or 



reSels. 

This commission worked ail 
Sunday night and (n the early 
morning hours of Monday. The 
recruits of Fort Knox were 
submitted to the intensive 
training. The crisis was im- 
minent. We were eight days 
from the 22d of October. I af- 
firmed myself In the Judgment 
that the road followed had been 
correct. ' 

One worry was tormenting 
me; the situation of the politi- 
cal prisoners; but I worked with 
more ardor than ever. We dls- 
I cussed the situation 'with the 
I revolutionary organizations of 
the council whidi alerted with- * 
out discretion their fighting - 



forces in OubA T|ie economic 
corporations workqd at an ac- 
celerated rhythm to assure 
supplies for Cuba in the 12 fol- 
I lowing months. There was great 
discretion, because the sooth- 
sayers of Miami were continu- 
ing to carry out their untiring 
critical function. : 

The 22d of October arrived.* 

I was informed that the con- 
tents of the Honorable Presi-; 
dent's proclamation would be 
made publlo at 8 o'clock that, 
evening. i 

The free world responded en-i 
thuslastically to President Ken- 
nedy's proclamation. The coun- 
tries that had advocated absen- 
tation, neutralism, or lndlffer-| 
ence, aligned themselves with 
the United States. Many of them 
mobilized their forces. 

The Cubans at Fort Knox 
, (Kentucky) were alerted and 
' eager for action. I handled ail 
t necessary matters. The council , 

. remained in a constant session 
and Its members were kept in| 

' touch at all times. We waited. 

■ The 23rd and 24th were days 
^ of tension. 

' At 4 o'clock on the afternoon 
- of the 24th, I waa informed 
' "that the clrcumatances vary. 

• but not the purpose and the pro-j 

* Jected actions are momentarily 
delayed.” Khrushchev parleyed. 

' I noticed that he (Khrushchev) 
probed for jegall delays, which 
would favor the Soviet (Khru,- 
shchev) and his Caribbean dep- 
utv. 

The date agreed upon arrived; 
the blockade was suspended. 
Public spirit deflated. The deed 
received complaints from the 
Icamps at Fort Knox. Dlsconfl- 
Idence grew vigorously. It was 
I futile trying to argue. 

Return of the Fighters. 
Orange Bowl 

Another intensely dramatic 
tact caused a rebirth of lost 
confidenca. I refer to the return ( 
of the Girda fighters, whose i 
morale had not broken In the . 
two years of Imprteoament. 1 
Those who did not return, those 
who succumbed in the arena i 
were there in spirit. The sur- i 
vivors had returned with their 1 
.slogan: to return quietly to save': 
ICuba. I' 

1 This movi ng fact was followed i ( 
ibv another one of great poUticalj' 




siKniCicance. I refer to the pres- ' 
ence of President Kennedy at ’ 
the Orange Bowl ceremony. ■ 
There before those men who had 
I recovered the flag of the brigade 
junder fire, he made a speech of- 
(unmistakable alliance with' 
them. He spoke as the leader, 
of democracy and he spoke as; 
'a leader. His words were vi-‘ 
'brant, energetic, decisive and' 
uncompromising. j 

I He repeated to the world hlsi 
.obligation to tuuba. Ho thus con- j 

|| firmed the worfis of President ' 
> Vllleda Morales In the City of > 
• Miami afte^ his laterview with I 
l|the President In Washington, I 
. when he said: *‘Snon, very soon, i 
•'Cuba shall b« liberated." 

I The Present Momemt , 
From that moment, with i 
I despairing slowness, three more i 
, months passed. During the i 
. course of these months, at my < 

. constant requests. I have been i 
receiving the same assurances 
, offered earlier. Nevertheless. , 
_ things have happened that are 
(obviously in contradiction to 
(them. : 

J These are: , 

[I The continuing changes of, 
.'position with ensuing re- , 
..iinquishment of viewpoints on 
.' which the United States has 
I placed too much emphasis. I 
refer specifically to: 

■ i Direct on-site inspection 
which the United States made 
,'an irreversible condition after 
; the peculiar mediation session 
.(with u Thant and the myaterl- 
ious visit of Mikoyan to Cuba? 

, dThe withdraival of the Rus- 
'.sian soldiers — not the agrleul- 
'.tural technicians which num- 
Ijber more than the 20,000 re- 
I ported by the Cuban under- 
(ground — for which a date was 
.(.set tor evacuation but which 
never has been accomplished. 

'j thanks to the strategy and 
(patience of the United States 
' who should know by this time 
that Khrushchev will change 
his strategy constantly and his 
fighting tactics a thousand 
times if necessary in the pur- 
suit of bis objectives. For Com- 
, munism, "word of honor” is 
just that — a word. Honor to 
] them is an outmoded bourgeois 
: prejudice. 

The forced inaction of the 
revolutionary organizatlona 
These two facts made me re- 
solve to write the two memo- , 

' randums of February 14 and ! 
March 28 through the office of • 
the coordinator established in 
Miami after the 22d of last 
' October, which eventually will ' 

( be made public. ' 

The Commando Tactics < 

Having sent the memoran- ; 

: dums to which I referred (the 
I first one obtained no restense) ' 

• two commando actional were I 
. carried out by Cuban groups 

(not North Americans) against 
I Russian ships (not American) ' 

. outside of the jurisdictional wa- ) 

, ters of this country. As a con- ' 

( sequence of these, six dlscon- 

> certlng facts hit us in dlssylng 

• sequence, as follows: 

The illumlnsitlng note of pro- 
f test from the Russians advising 
- the United States that they 

> have violated agreements. 

• The note from the Oepart- 
! ment of State "censuring the 

• Cuban action," which contra- 



dicts the joint resolution of 
Congress of September, 1M2. It 
Is significant that the action 
carried out by the student rev- 
olutionary directorate and the 
Monte Crtstl group before the 
22 of October did not receive 
such expresslona of disap- 
proval. 

Castro's attack on a North 
American ship was very suspi- 
cious. Fidel ustro haa observed 
that all he haa to do Is observe 
the courtesies of diplomatic 
protocol, offer his excuses snd 
they will be accepted, Before 
the broken agreement that Rus- 
sia referred to in the note we 
mentioned, Fidel Castro had 
machine-gunned the plane pi- 
loted by the unfortunate Ru- 
dolph Anderson without ealiing 
forth sny reprisals whatsoever. 

Hla acts of piracy, the work 
of a Mai kitematioiiai 'deUn- 
gumt, arr hy this tttne well 
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'known. The eentlnuai capture 
of planee, the attack on: the 
fishing trawler maimed by 
Americana, the kidnaping of 10 
Cubans who lived on a key, far 
.from the territorlat waters of 
Cuba and the United States. In 
'these cases with his habitua] 

I insolence he added Insult to vio- 
lation of human rights. Natur- 
allv he made no explanation. 

The strict order that went out 
to various fellow Chilians, (con- 
fining them to Dade (jounty. 

The embargo and Immobilia- 
Ing of Cuban ships, two of them 
belonging to the Revolutionary 
Council organisations, and, fi- 
nally. 

The most Incredible and dis- 
concerting of ail the measures 
adopted: the notice to England 
to impede or pursue as the case 
might be. the Cuban fighters 
who navigate in the jurisdic- 
tional waters of England's pos- 
s^lons In America. 

[ ^hus, Fidel Castro enjoys ab- 
jsolute immunity in the execu- 
'tion of Khrushchev's sinister 
designs, protected by the best 
naval police service of the two 
greatest and traditionally dem- 
ocratic powers In the whole 
(world. 

Overcome with uncertainty, I 
justified the adopted measures 
'With three lines of reasoning. 
This is what they were: ■ 

These measures find their 
justification in the necessity for 
covering an Immediate act of 
war. I discarded this because in 
this case the 240 Cuban patri- 
ots who had completed their 
training would have been re> 
talned at Fort Jackson. I was 
informed In Washington that, 
over my protests, they would 
be given leave in a few days. 

The measures were adopted 
perliaps because Cuban actions': 
were embarrassing to a very 
complex strategy. I discarded 
this one in my line of reasoning 
also, because, according to the 
agreement, I should have been 
advised in advance, as I was on 
the 22d of October, 1993. 

The measures were agreed 
ipon probably because they did 
not want to interrupt the slow 
process of evacuating t^ Rus- 
sian technicians who make up 
more than a division of Soviet 



soldiers, or the freeing of the 
North American prisoners. This 
Jld not satisfy me. either. It 
was tooicontrulctory. The rea- 
son is obvious; on Oct. 22, the 
Russian soldiers were in (Juba, 
and the North American citi- 
zens were in prison as were the! 
Cubans who were liberated* 
much later. I 

Denying all the arguments.l 
the facta led inexorably to this 
conclusion; the struggle iorj 
Cuba was in the process of be-| 
ing liquidated by the Gov«tn-j 
ment. This conclusion appeartj 
to be confirmed, jitrongly con-j 

rirmed, with the Mnouncement 
that every refuge^ has received 
tls last allotment this month, : 
forcing them to relocate. 

This order skS'X, at the end: 
‘Each Cuban re^gee carries 
with him the (message of the 
:rue spirit of the (Cubans; his 
love for freedom and 'his 
anxiety to convert the sadness 
}f leaving bis home into the 
inspiration of preparing for ,a 
more brilliant future In trta 
countries." 1 

This disposition, which dll- 
rects the (Albans to a brilliant 
future in a nation not their 
own. Is not self-determination. 

[ wi.sh to say that this Is an 
order from the office of the co- 
ordinator who haji controlled 
sU. absolutely all of the ac- 
tivities relating to Cuba, since 
the 22d of October. 

Tiie Trip to Washington 

Overcome with anguish; I left 
for Washington. My state of 
mind in those moments was 
known to a newspaperman, a 
friend of mine whom I rpspect 
and admire; Howard Handel- 
man of U.S. News snd World 
Report. "I am going." I told 
him, "to ask that the orders 
against these brave expedition- 
srles be countermanded, and 
above all. in search of light for 
the obscure corners of my ■ 
thinking." 

At the Capitol, free of the 
pressure of d^slon-maXlng 
which had me in its grip for 
48 hours in Miami, after calmly 
analyzing ■ the facts. I adopted, 
in principle, the decision which 
I am today making known to 
all. I drafted ;t. nevertheiess, 
is a result of my Interviews. 
My mind was responsive to the 
sl^htest argument that would 
have ottered me a miniscule 
' feeling of security. The destiny 
pf Cuba was hanging in the 
balance. 

ITie Washington Interview.^ 

The replies that awaited all 
the questions I asked, with a 
clear conscience and a passion, 
lid not solve the doubu that, 
to the benefit of the United 
States. I had allowed myself. 
When certain things were not 
fefined, even after I had been 
promised following the 17th of 
April. 1961. that I would be 
told beforehand of any Intend- 
ed political change, my doubts 
were erss^ and I was sure. 
The amassing of the circuin- 
stances to which I have made 
reference to constitute a series 
of reasonable Indtestlons and 
tmMs that inevitably lead to 




the following ooncluslone: 

Conclusions 

First; the United States of 
North America have been the 
victims of a master move ^lay) 
by the Russians. With the scare 
caused by the installation of 
missile bases, which had to be 
photographed and his rapid ac- 
ceptance of their being removed, 
as first requirement. Khru- 
shchev proposing pacts which 
he will carry out has accom- 
plished his Immediate objec- 
tives: 

To m^taln his attack and 
subversion quarters in the 
Caribbean; 

To strengthen Fidel Castro's 
military capacity to destroy 
(quell) the first intended insur- 
rection; and 

To consolidate the Commu- 
nist regime in America, which 
is the first step toward pacific 
coexistence, Inunobillze the 
United States and in this man- 
ner the rest of the continent. 

Second: with the United 

States Immobilized and Cuha| 
caught In the strange discord 
ot the peyfholnglca] war be- 



large world powers, 
■me necessary also to 
the Cuban pat^ts. 
nic and martyred 

. and starring, has 

sisefl las a card tn the ns- 
etlating, despite the American 
lonroe Ddctrine, the “joint res- 
utlon" of IMS, the Reciprocal 
•wlstanoel. Treaty of Rio de 
^neiro, the agreements of the 
'ganization of American 
,1 ates, the resolutions of Punta 
!< 1 Sate, the self-determination 
‘i nattena expressed in the Oon- 
Halonai resolution of Septem- 

f l9*2. and the often re- 
ted offers of cooperation re- 
ed by me. 

ourth: that the office of the 
rdinator of Cuban Affairs 
twenUy was created and lU 
a|gency in Miami Is carrying out 
e Hpld liquidation of the Cuban 
c^, which is reflected in the 
following facts, among others; 

! The precipitous relocation and 
rtiwttless dispersion of the 
Chibans; 

! The fact of preventing at imy 
CMt even temporary establish-, 
jnent of bases of operation for 
Tj revolutionaries out- 

side the territory of the, .unidn 
and its jurisdictional waters; 

I The persecution of ^ revo- 

S aaries described earlier and 
sitional interrogations, 
ese, in aU their crude 
;y. are the facts. The re- 
xi assurances, the constant- 
ly Renewed promises, have bm, 
suddenly liquidated, without ' 
WsrnUig and without, alterna-l 
tfves. Until today, I was cer-i 
tain — and It was not unfounoed 
optimism — with a rational feel- 
ing of security, that Cuba would 
.S4mn be freed by the joint ac- 
Upn of Cuban and Norta Amer- 
ican forces and with the un- 
g^dging support both moral 
ape material, of the majority of 
the other nations in the heml- 
syhere. 

iBut American Govennuent 
policy has' shif ted suddenly, vib- 
lehtly and unexpectedly — as 
dangerously and without warn- 
ing as on that other sad occa- 
slwi. with no more reasonable 



explanation than Russia's note 
protesting the breaking of an 
agreement. 

;Mark well this fact; The at- 
tack on the Russian ship was 
not made by North American 
forces; the ship was not within 
the jurisdiction of this country. 
Such an agreement would have 
been repudiated with vehe- 
mlence, not only by the Cubans 
bdt by all the free men of the 
continent. No power can twl.st 
the destiny of our country, be- 
cause our freedom Is not 
neycr will be. negotiable. 

the face of this imcxpected 
situation, which in one minute 
destroyed the patient lator'af 
(the two years 1 have enjoyed 
ithe confidence of the Council. 

•■•r-i 

I jfjnd no tlternaUve to resign, 
uy from the thorny office I 
nqw hold. Nevertheless, In or- 
d^r that my conduct may be 
Ju^ed throughout all of this 
li^rmlnsble process which 
agmn endg In desolate fnistra- 
Udil, 1 sheuld at this instant 
make cleag the principles to 
wjifch 1 have rigidly adhered in 
th|e; course of these two years. 

I 'Alliance for Progress 
Wrst; t have maintained, 
and I maintain, that the "ex- 
perfs on Latin Amertca“ are 
not] aware of the disaster over- 
Weing thf whole continent. 
™«|y assure us that the pana- 
cea! for all the social ills of our 
countries lies In the Alliance 
for j Progress program. This Is 
cerljainly a generous and neces- 
sary effort, the success of 
which. In my opinion, will de- 
pend on the eradication of the 
Coi^unist regime in Oiba. 

i Isolationism and tlie 
i Economic Embargo 
S^ond: I have sustained and 
I Simtain that the thesis ''Isoia- 
tlonlsm'’ Is a crlmlndl action 
p roih oted by those who fear 
armpd action. The economic 
strsfigulation of total embargo, 
protonging indefinitely the mar- 
tytqom of a people who have 
arrived at linsupportable ax- 
tremes of resistance to provoke 
Internal rebellion, cannot be 
juatitied unlesa we aetabUsh the 
moiient of its termination, 

TO promote, or to attempt 
an insurrection determined on 
thrnigh desperation with co- 
ordinating it with mlUtaiy 
action planned from the out- 
side, in a country dominated 
by terror, would lead to: (1) 
a repetition of the page from 
Budapest; (2) create the myth; 
of Invincibility for Fidel Castro; 
and (3) promote the deal for co- 
existence which America has 
ijust rejected. 

Wdrld Conflict and 
Permanent Revolution 
I haye maintained, and I 
maintalnl that Khrushchev 
would not start a worid war on 
account j of the presence of 
North American troops in con- 
nection with the Cuban fighters. 
Geograpblcally, Cuba is outside 
the Soviet zone of influence. 
Khrushenev would not provoke 
armed (jonfllct. Re proved it 
Oct. 22 of last year. 

On the contrary, under the 
cover of! his policy of threats, 
day by ^y he will increase his 
armv ofl local Communists In 



. different!- parts of tne ueii..- 
sphere and continue to expand 
his Amencan frontiers. Perma- 
nent revolution la his goal. ' 
Venezuelh is already up in arms • 
by Castro's order, Colombia is 
. !tom. by Castro's order, Argen- ■ 
tins is neset by constant con- ' 
vulsions and the Marxist fer- 
ment in| all the rest of the - 
nations is the terrifying fore- 
runner at catastrophe yet to 
i come, i 

Cuba Outside the 
Regional System 

Fourthj; I have been and I 
am opposed to separating the 
Cuban problem from the reglon- 
; ai systerd ud placing it within 
' the worHl strategy which the 
I imperial | Russian Comintern 
mantpulaues for the purposes of - 
its own hegemony. 

The Cnban problem is essen- 
tially regional. To Isolate it 
'from. th«T American community 
I.SO that rome day of some year 
to be decided unilaterally Its 
,fate may be finally decided, is 
.totally u(uux:eptable to us who!' 
flook for M honorable allUmce.1 
It would (be a desolate trevasty'; 
ot tbs sofarelgnty ot the natloi^. 



al^ never aeeW as a gift 
»t CDArlty uxuW cooiUtlnuL 
m dKicuplad Islani^ 

The AOlaBM wHb the D-8. 
We have said and lettetWed 
that the Cuban-Nqrth American 
alliance la Justified for reasons 
ot profound roots in Mitoiy and 
It joins in a peifect maimar two 
permanent, vital dnd redprocal 
interests of both petmlea; .(a) 
the Independence of (mbs a«i 
(b) the security of that nsOon. 
elements which give strength 
to and inform the ipoUtlenl con- 
tent of the joint irasohition ot 
April 21, 1388. 

"Cuba is and of right ought 
to be free and indepentot.'' tbs 
legislative power ijf this "-mah 
said on tgiu historic occasion. 
In virtue of that, the Rou^ 
Riders under the command of 
Teddy Rooseveit and the Mam- 
blses I fighters for Cuban in- 
dependence during the war with 
Spain] at the orders of Uaj. 
Gen. Callxto Garda fought tc- 
gether in the hills of San Juan 
and brought an *nd to Spontvb 
power In America. This drolarps' 
tion is of a permaiieot natm 
It is in effect. From it was born 
the relations between (Siba and 
the Unitsd Stat^ 

Today our fathaland is eon- 
verted into n Soviet p r ovtacc 
and the security of the United 
States is menaced Of the Cboo- 
< munist fortress of the Carib- 
• bean. 

' Our Reiterated 

, Reedmmendations 
J For the reasons express^ be- 
, fore' and many others which 
could be added. I have promoied 
an alliance with the L'niuik, 
States with the understanding, 
for abundant reasons, that Cuba 
' should be aided by the whole 
^ hemisphere. This obligation be- 
longs equally to all the nations 
of the continent because the 
survival of the essential valties 
of msn and of heritage of 




Wostem civiUzatioii la tnvolvcd 
in Cuba now; Oed, fatherland 
and family; and aa a aoaae* 
^uence. the Inestimable blea»« 
inga which are: democracy. In- 
dependence. liberty, justice and 
fociai welfare. 

The fight which Cuban pa- 
triotism is w*aging is somethirjf 
deeper than ihe msurrecUon of 
a people against a typical v 
A.merican dictatorship It is a 
fight against a phenomenon ne«* 
in America: the insiaJUtion • f 
a Communui rt'gime 
needs the rtlorl of s.' 



indispensable tuuuimeni. uj« 
treaties. ^ 

Inlerventlonlsm 
I am opposed to any form of 
intervention in the internal po- 
litical affairs of another coun- 
try, whea as hhs occurred in 
the past, the Intervention t« 
made for the benefit of the In- ' 
tervening power. But In the 
Cuban crisis execijly the ap- 
posite phenomenoa axlete. Since 
our fatherland has been invaded 
by an extra-eonttnantia )iawer, 
the Rio treaty and other inter- 
national instnunenda demand 
the Joint action of the hemis- 
phere to put an end to the 
intervention. These Instrumenta 
expresdy state that this form 
of actbn does not; constitute 
IntervehUon. 

Holocaust 

I have said and I am con- 
stantly. repeating tpat by our 
Joint effort we nulst raise a 
monumient to victory and not 
an nbejlslc to martyHom. For 
this reiuion. 1 have set forth 
constamly and with absolute 
clarity, the necessity for estab- 
lishing an alliance an the basts 
of mut lal respect for the pur- 
pose o taking Joint military 
action. . 

This presupposes "coordlna- 
tioh of aAl efforts' and "the 
presence of Cubans In the lead- 
ership and execution of ibe 
plans a greed upon.*' 

I cla: ify my thoughts on the 
subject we ask for coordina- 
tion, wi offer coUaboraUon, but 
We do lot agree to the exclu- 
sion of Cuba from the process. 

Our pr< position was rejected in . 

this ca e. We then demanded i 

once af ain that we be allowed 
the sai le war potential that 
Fidel C istro receives from the I 

Soviet Onion, to emerge vie- ■ 

torlous from the struggle or to | 

suecum i — alone — in tpe bok>- I 

caust. rhe response was ada- | 

mantly negative. The dowa i 

were al closed. InexpUcabty, ! 

they have been closed by our j 

ally of SS8. 

The f xed principles that have 
guided ny conduct in this case 
I shouIC say. for the fecord, 
tor the council, but for all 
lountrynen, that after my last ^ 
ionversi tions in Washington. I 
cannot leileve the vague words 
that TO ighly sketch the con- 
tused p ^rspectives of a distant 
and imp reclse liberation, that is 
denied I y the objective deeds of 
the pres ent. Dominated by the 
Specter >f uncertainty and with 
my conf dence lost in the fulfill- 
ment of promised securities. I 
cannot umlinue in the position 
Of leade rship of the council. 

Cuba, idnetheleas. cannot hold 
itself ba :k in her struggle. She 

needs tbdav. more than *i<r 



before, ail of her powers to mold 
In histc ric'^reallty the natkm 
that hei founders desired. 

The I evolutionary Councii— 
which ) endered without pub- 
licity ar exceptional labor that 
shall b< recognized at an op- 
portune moment and receive ^ 
gratltud ‘ of everyone — should 
spread ts ranks and confront 
the advi rsary, as always, with 
new re olve; examine actual 
reality ' /ith serene objectivity : 
re-examine its politics la ra- 
tion to i Cuba. Latin Amarlca 
and the united States, and con- 
tinue tht rough route. The Cu- 
ban patriotic fronta are Inax- 
haustible^ as are the moral re- 
serves. Xsy God help ua aU on 
this new Journey! 

I leave my to be desig- 
nated to another Cuban who. 
with equal love of country, but 
with more capacity and greaier 
ability may accomplish better 
results in our obligated struggle 
I .shall hintinue fighting as I 
have to date, wllhout counting 
the hours until Fidel Castro 
and his .^ameful regime are 
destroyed, unless, by the w-lll of 
God. the rescue of eU ottr an- 
guish and suffering conas be- 
fore then. 

JOSE Mno OASDOXa 




